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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE: When did you and
Sam talk?

THE WITNESS: Friday before the Tuesday.

MR. CONNERS:‘ That would have been September
29th, I believe.

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE: Ckay. Thank vou.

Q. Did the school district ever ask you about the

allegations; did they question you in detail about the

allegations?

A. No.

Q. Did they ever give you a hearing --

A, No.

Q. --— to allow you to respond to the allegations?
A, No.

Q. Now, did C.P.S. investigate these allegations;
did they at least look into the allegations?

A. Yes.

Q. Did they -- Did anybody from C.P.S. ever
interview‘you on the allegations?

A. Not concerning these allegations. C.P.S. -- The
only allegation that C.P.S. ever spoke to me about was
grabbing Chayce on the outside of his pants. That's all
they ever told me was ever alleged by any student.

Q. In what time frame did that take place?
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A. She told me that he said it was while -- sometime
during lunch and while I was changing from my color
guard clothes the year before is what she told me he
sa;d.

Q. Do you remember approximately the time that you
were interviewed by C.P.S.?

A. I'm 99 percent sure it was November 5th of 2002.
And the date that they have on the report is not
correct. We had one date set up, and then they had to
cancel. And I know it was Election Day, whatever day
Election Day was.

Q. And how did you respond to that allegation?

A. I told them that I didn't do it.

Q. Were you interviewed any other time by C.P.S. on
that?

A. No.

0. Were you provided any information about C.P.S.'s

investigation before they made a determination?

A, No.

0. Did you take any legal actions against the Glen
Rose Independent School District over your separation or
termination?

A. Yes.

0. Did yvou file a lawsuit?

A, Yes, I did.




Q. When did you initially file a lawsuit?
A. My attorney first sent them a letter in December
of 2002. And I believe the lawsuit was actually filed

January, 2003, I think the 13th. I'm not positive,

though.

Q. And what was the basis of the lawsuit?

A, ‘Basically, I guess the fundamental thing was a
breach of contract claim. If you want to get to the

specifics, I'm not the attorney.
0. A wrongful termination case?
A, Yeah, a wrongful termination. They had

obligations to me that they didn't fulfill basically.

0. And who i1s representing you on that lawsuit?
A. Harry Jones in Dallas.

0. An attorney in Dallas?

Al Yes.

Q. And I'm not representing you on that matter?
A, No; no.

0. And what is the status of that lawsuit right now?

‘A. It's currently on appeal.

0. Which Court of Appeals?

A. Waco.

Q. Now, there were crimiﬁal charges that came out of
these allegations; is that correct?

A. Yes. After I filed the lawsuit, ves.
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Q.

agency

that were filed against you?

A.

spoke with me.

Q.

enforcement?

A.

Q.

Obviously, there is many of them with technical terms.

But generally, what were the charges?

A.
with a

that's

Q.

alleged victims?

A.

Q.

I was,

Chayce

Now, do you know who -- which law enforcement

was investigating the allegations and the charges

I'm assuming Sommerville County. They never

SO0 you were never interviewed by the law

Not once.

What were the charges that were filed?

Generally, I think assault by contact, indecency
child, indecency by exposure maybe. I think
what the words were.

And who were the individuals that were the

Matt, Chayce and Sam.

And when were the charges filed-?

I was indicted.

Right.

Okay. I was indicted in March of 2003, and then
again, indicted in May of 2003.

And these allegations centered around Matt and
and Sam; 1is that correct?

Yes.
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0. How did you plead to these charges-?

A. Not guilty.

Q. Were any of these charges dismissed before trial?
A. Yegs, Sam's were.
0. And what was your understanding of the dismissal

of those charges?>

A. Sam had gone to one of{the D.A., Abigail Placke,
and told her that it wasn't true and that he had made it
up .

Q. Were you ever offered a plea bargain to dismiss
the charges?

A. Absolutely, I was.

0. Will you tell us about that?

A. They offered me a plea bargain. They wanted me
to plead guilty to two misdemeanors of public lewdness.
It was not going to say anywhere that they were minors.
I wasn't going to have to register as a sexual offender.

I would be on probation to two years, would have to do

community service, would serve no jail time. And
instead of the -- And I don't really understand this
exactly. But instead of being a conviction, it was

going to be deferred adjudication.
Q. And how did you respond to that?
A. With great difficulty, I told them no.

0. So you went to trial?
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A. That was the hardest thing to do in my life.
Yes. I could have pled guilty to two basically nothing
misdemeanors, serve no jail time, not have it anywhere
that it was minors, not register as a sexual offender,
never risk having to spend one night away from my kids.
But instead, yeah, I couldn't.

0. At that time how many --

A. At that time I was facing 160 and then 120 vyears

in jail.
0. And you went to trial?
A. Yes.

Q. And when did the trial take place?

A. It was originally scheduled for earlier. But
August 15 or l1léth. I think the 15th might have been
Sunday, and then 16th was a Monday. Whatever day was
that Monday was jury selection.

Q. But it was August, 2004°7?

A. I think it was the 16th. The week of the 15th,
ves.

’Q. And what were the charges that went to trial, not
exactly, but who were they involving?

A. It was with Matt and with Chayce.

Q. And who testified at that trial?

A. Michelle Warren and Matt. My attorney was not

finished cross-examining Matt when the State reguested
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mistrial.
0. And what was -- How did that trial conclude?

A. The judge granted the mistrial for the State.

0. And did the judge give a reason for the mistrial?
A. No.
Q. Do you know what -- Can you recall what the basis

of why the State was moving for a mistrial?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. Would you tell us about that?

A. They had two reasons. One, they said that my
husband was standing out in the hallway specifically

with his feet spread shoulder width apart and his arms

crossed. My husband always stands with his feet
shoulder width apart, first of all. Everyone does. And
he oftentimes stand with his arms crossed. I'm always

telling him, Doug, don't cross your arms like that.
That's his typical way of standing. He was standing out
there. Other witnesses were walking back and forth out
in the hallway. But they had to have'something else, T
suppose. So they said that my husband was taking that
stance in the hallway.

And also, that my attorney had broken some
rule -- had broken a rule. And what they were
specifically talking about he was following up on a

question that the State had asked Matt about. They're
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the ones who brought it up and asked Matt. Then during
cross-examination Bruce followed up what did you mean
when you said that.

Q. Bruce Beasley is the lawvyer.

A, Yeah, Bruce Beasley. They started objecting.
The judge said, no; wait. I want to hear the answer.
And then he started to answer. Your Honor; Your Honor.

Okavy. Let's stop. And then Bruce withdrew the

gquestion. And then later on they decided Doug was
standing like this (indicating). And that my attorney
had -- they called foul on my attorney for asking a

gquestion that the judge wanted to hear the answer to as
well.

Q. And so --

A. Those were their alleged reasons that a mistrial
had to occur because a fair trial could not happen at
that point.

0. Do you have an opinion as to what the reasons
were to ask for a mistrial?

AL The real reason was because they were being

slaughtered at trial. The bailiff at one point

snickered. A juror was trying very hard not to laugh.
It was obvious. My attorney would ask Matt simple
guestions. The last question of the transcript was when

you said you were -- And I'm not quoting it exactly.
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But when you said you were excluded and didn't feel

close to anyone, did that include Sam.

Matt sat there silent. He couldn't answer
anyvthing. Are you having a hard time understanding my
gquestions. Yes. Then when you read the transcript,

there's a break and then, hey, let's have a mistrial.
It was very obvious to everyone there.

I had an investigator speak with the jurors. All
of the jurors said the boy was lying. All of the jurors

that my investigator spoke with said that.

0. Now, what was -- Did they reprosecute you?
A. No.
Q. Can you tell us how -- What happened with the

charges?

A, They dropped the charges after they called a
mistrial. Jeopardy had been attached. I mean, they
knew that we're never going to try this case again.
They dropped the charges.

0. Is there any indication that they plan to
reprosecute?

A. They can't, no.

Q. When did vou first learn that the State Board of
Educator Certification and/or the Texas Education Agency
-- T'11 refer to it as T.E.A. in general. When did you

firétvlearn'that T.E.A. had concerns about your fitness
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as a teacher?

A, That is one thing they left out of my plea
bargain. July, 2004 part of the plea bargain was also
that I would voluntarily surrender my license. A week
after T was offered the plea bargain, that's when I
first got a letter. In the whole two years prior to

that after allegations had been made, I never received

anything from T.E.A. or SBEC. But right before my trial

when I was offered a plea bargain, yes, I received
something from them.

Q. What did the letter say?

A. It said something to the effect of we received
information concerning your fitness to be a teacher.
Rest assured that before anything is done for your
license, you'll be given a chance to -- I don't know --
speak for yourself -- defend yourself. That it was.

Q. Did you hear from T.E.A. subsequently?

A, It was, I'm pretty sure, January of 2005.

0. Can you tell us about that?

A. I received a letter in the mail. And actually,
was going to be calling to check on the status of that
because I hadn't heard anything in so long the very day
I received the letter in the mail. And I would have to
see the letter. I don't recall exactly what it said.

think it was from John Lopez. I know it was from John

I
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Lopez.

0. Who is John Lopez?

A, He was an investigator.
Q. Did the letter say vou were under investigation?
A. Yes. And I think -- I'm not sure. I think that

letter may have sgaid there will be a hearing scheduled.
I'm not sure. I think it must have.

0. Did it talk about having a meeting, coming and
talking to T.E.A.7?

A, It may have, yes. Because I know I called.

0. Did you call John Lopez?

A. Yes, I did.

0. Did you talk to Mr. Lopez?

A, I did. I had no idea what I was doing.

Q. What was the conversatioﬁ -- Tell us about the
conversation.

A I called him thinking that I would be able to
find out information from him.

0. Information about what?

AL About what.I was being accused of specifically,
about what I was supposed to be doing, when what was
going to happen. I mean, he was the only contact I had.
It was signed from John Lopez. Here 1s my number; call
me. So that's what I did.

Q. What did he tell you?
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A, He was not polite, nor was he helpful. I didn't
realize when I was calling that I was calling the side
that was saying you're guilty; we're taking your
license.

Q. What did he say?

A. He told me nothing about the allegations.

Ms. Ogletree, you know what you did.

I said, I don't know what I'm being accused of.
Which time, which version. I didn't know if they were
still prosecuting me with Sam. I didn't know. -

He told me, you know what vyou did. He told me
numerous, numerous times you can just surrender your
license.

I said, I'm not about to surrender my license.

Well, then, you know, you can come down here. He

wasn't polite or helpful at all.

I asked him -- also, something about coming down
I guess it was for a hearing of some sort. That we
would come down and we would talk. And I asked him at

that point will you be able to tell me what I'm being
accused of.
We may or may not be able to tell you. He
wouldn't answer anything for me.
Q. Did you retain legal counsel?

A. Yes.
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Q. And who did you retain?

Al At that point I called A.T.P.E., and they
connected me with you.

0. And A.T.P.E. i1is the teacher association, the
Association of Texas Professional Educators; is that

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And you're a member?

A. Yes.

Q. And you were referred to me to represent you-?
Al Yes.

0. Now, we'll just fast forward.

A. Okay.

Q. When did you start requesting either directly or
indirectly through my efforts for a hearing on the case?

A. Pretty much immediately.

Q. Do you know when?

A, I wanted this to be done from the beginning. I
mean, 1f I recall correctly, I think there was even that
little first hearing was scheduled, then rescheduled.

0. It was a meeting, wasn't 1it? It was a meeting
where we would have an opportunity to come to?

A. Yeah. It was supposed to be, yes.

0. Go ahead and talk about that; talk about the

meeting.
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A. To the best of my recollection, I thought there
was goling to be a meeting. We were going to come down,
talk about the allegations. They would tell us what I
was being accused of.

And then if my understanding is correct that you
found out that they weren't going to do that. They had
some new in-house policy that was different from
whatever had ever been done before where they weren't
going to share things before the meeting to help clear
something up before the meeting so we could actually
possibly, you know, clear up anything that may need to
help resolve this. They weren't going to provide us

with any of that.

Q. So what was our response?
A. We just gave a written response then.
0. What was that response?

A. That I denied any and all allegations of

misconduct.

Q. And in that response was there a request for a
hearing?
A. Oh, vyes, a request for this hearing?

0. A hearing before the State Office of
Administrative Hearings?
A. Yes; ves; yes.

Q. Do you know about the approximate time frame that
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we started to request a hearing-?

A. I think February.

Q. Of 20057

A, Yes. And it went on and --

0. And how long did it take before you were notified
that you would have a hearing before the State Office of
Administrative Hearings?

A. You know, I don't remember when I was notified of
this date. I know that it was -- it was just a mess,
that there was never any answers as to when we were
going to have a hearing. I was getting -- I mean, I
thought January, okay, I'm going to have a hearing
before August. Because in August my certification
expired, and I didn't want there to ever be any period
-- because I graduated with the first group that didn't
have a lifetime license. If I had graduated one
semester earlier, I wouldn't have been in that position.
But anyway --

Q. August, 20057

A. Yes. I didn't want to have any time period where
I wasn't licensed, where I wasn't certified or my
license wasn't valid. I wanted it to be taken care of
before August.

They weren't doing anything. They would not move

forward.
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0. Who is "they"?

A. SBEC T.E.A. What else can you do. I didn't know

whether this was wrong. So I contacted my legislature.
I didn't know. I mean, that's who you go to.
So I went to my state representative. Their

office was very helpful. I told them the whole story,
how long this had been going on, that my license was set
to expire. They -- you know, and I told them that I
didn't expect them -- I didn't want them to take my
side, just if they could do something to help speed the
process along and get this resolved one way or the
other.

They did that. They sent a letter. The lady in
charge of constituent relations spoke with someone from

SBEC. And she wanted something in writing from them.

And they never did provide it, of course. Anyway --
0. But we're here.

A. I did everything that I could in my power that I
know as a citizen, as a person with rights to try to do.
0. Were there numerous letters sent on your behalf

asking for a hearing over that year period?
A. I know there may have been two. And --
0. From --
A. Oh, from you; yeah; yeah.

Q. Now, did you apply for renewal of your







